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Program Notes

A Future of Tango is a concerto for saxophone quartet and orchestra exploring possible appearances of
Argentine Tango in the popular culture of the years 2045, 2098 and 2145. Each of the movements presents a
scenario with probable realities: mind transfer (2045), holographic theatre (2098) and a Mars colony (2145).
A Future of Tango imagines the musical context in which these styles may appear. In them, there are
references within tango, but also rock, funk, dance-electronica, world music, and electronic sound-processing.

I. Year 2045: Mind Transfer Tango

Advances in Mind Transfer (the process of copying the contents and patterns of human brains and
downloading them into a computer) produce a brain download vogue.

The most popular computer applications for Mind Transfer include music, which is played during the
download. One of those pieces of music is a tango in 1930's style.

This song becomes a part of all memory being downloaded and achieves preeminence in the virtual mind
collective.

I1. Year 2098 Wartime Tango

During a war of global reach, a popular holo-theatre piece (holographic fictional projection) includes a
character who plays a bandoneon (tango accordion).

This character, embodying the ideas of the peace movement, has a physical resemblance to Astor Piazzolla.
Spin-off marketing produces toys, ornaments and holo-statues of this character, making it a cultural icon of
the peace movement, popularizing his type of tango bandoneon playing.

II1. Year 2145: I'm a Martian Transfobeat: {milonga}

TransfoBeat (transformation beat), is a genre where one rhythm gradually becomes another, the second
typically being faster. The standard nomenclature is: Name TransfoBeat: {rhythm}. The lyrics of this famous
Transfobeat are repeated throughout in the bass line: "I am a Martian, Martian I am". Dance clubs in the
Mars Colony have imposed this TransfoBeat: {milonga} in mainstream culture as the Martian colonists have
a strong presence in the media due to the planet's relatively recent colonization and to a series of

well-publicized hardships.
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Score

Alejandro Rutty

I. Year 2045: Mind Transfer Tango
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