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Program Notes

The text of I Will Never Fly Again, is a combination of two separate ideas: 
the first gives voice to the annoyance at the inconveniences of modern air travel 
popular among people like us (composers, clarinetist, singers, our audiences). 
All the stories spoken here are true, and the performers are welcome to add theirs.
Dave Carroll's song United Breaks Guitars is an example of this trope.

The second part of this piece is a reflection on the disconnect between 
our (perhaps legitimate) grievances and the experience of millions of people living in 
hopeless, dire situations: If you think flying is bad, try subsistence farming in Niger. 
Martín Caparrós describes the lives of the hungry in his book "Hunger" in vivid detail. 
Under this light, our troubles seem less cumbersome, but whether we abandon our 
consumer fight for a larger cause or not, I Will Never Fly Again seems 
to suggest that we are not as solidary as we think we are.



Passengers in trouble,
The new battle in the great old class-struggle
Who do you say will be first saved
when your plane lands rough? 

But, how can I explain
this plight, this grand urge to fight,
This cruel rhythm, the algorithm, 
To those left behind?
                
What am I to say
to the millions who are hungry, 
every day and every night 
with no money, with no life or dreams?

"What am I to say
to the exploited, the sick, 
Or those living on the street,
the famished, dying children,
their mothers, starving too?
What am I to say?

"How about those refugees,
people taken by the flood, or soaked in blood,
Old people, left alone, 
War victims, left to rot?

What am I to say
to those always abused, 
those with nothing to lose,
those who already know that they will never be old?

"What am I to say?"

" The airline's baggage staff clearly have no idea where my bag 
is or has been for the last ten days, I had to buy a whole lot of new clothes. What kind of vacation is that?"

I will never fly again,

I will never fly again,
I will never fly again,
Maybe I could ride the bus, or the train
but I will never, never, fly again
 
(Spoken)

"...They told me to move to another seat because I was too fat and they needed to balance the plane;
 I felt just like in middle school..."

"... You will have to check your guitar, there's no space in the aircraft 
for those in basic economy" "Please no, it will break!"

"...Is that a dog? Dogs give me panic attacks, 
get it off the plane!" "But we are already flying!"

I will never fly again,
I will never fly again,
Maybe I'll  ride the bus, or the train
but I will never, never, fly again

"Congratulations! You were randomly selected for secondary bag inspection!" 
"By the way, I can't put it back the way you packed your bag, sir, it's too tight"

"I was on crutches, hailing the carts, asking
 for a wheel-chair but they kept ignoring me..."
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"...They told me to move to another seat because 
I was too fat and they needed to balance the plane; 
I felt just like in middle school..."
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"... You will have to check your guitar, 
there's no space in the aircraft for those in basic economy" 
"Please no, it will break!"

Insert your own story (optional)
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Improvise in a distant, exotic mode

"Congratulations! You were randomly selected for secondary bag inspection!" 
"by the way, I can't put it back the way you packed your bag, sir, it's too tight"Recitation (centered in Eb)
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